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Request for Proposals

Walton Arts Center is offering support of up to $4,000 to artists and organizations interested in creating visual and performing arts projects that support and complement Artosphere: Arkansas’ Arts and Nature Festival.  

Artosphere is a major regional arts initiative conceived to celebrate artists who are influenced by nature and help inspire us to live more sustainable lives.  Festival activities include dance performances, music concerts, theater for youth, a visual arts gallery exhibition and site-specific installation, outdoor concerts and arts-enriched trail hikes.  Events support the concepts of nature, sustainability and the celebration of our natural environment.  
The 2012 Artosphere Festival theme is Sticks and Stones  - Exploring the intersection of nature, dwelling and our sense of place in a rapidly changing landscape.  Programming during Artosphere will focus on the impact and influence of the natural world on people and the structures they build.  For festival description and history, see http://www.waltonartscenter.org/artosphere.aspx.
Project Evaluation Criteria
· Relationship to and support of the Artosphere Festival and the Sticks and Stones theme

· Artistic quality

· Degree of community involvement

· Visibility – the estimated number of people who will experience your project  
Timeline  

RFP Announced:  


November 6, 2011

Submission Deadline (online only):  
January 6, 2012 11:59 pm

Awards Announced:  


January 30, 2012
Marketing:
February 17, 2012 - All project information to WAC for inclusion in Artosphere marketing materials
Projects must occur between:

May 4 and June 24, 2012
Funding dispersal: 


50% on February 15, 2012; 50% upon completion of 






the project and approval of recipient’s project report. 
NOTE:

No matching funds are required for this project.


Awarded projects should be offered free of charge (no ticket sales)
Applications should include:

· Completed cover sheet

· Narrative (up to 2 pages) addressing the following items:
1. Project description 
2. Timeline for project development and completion
3. Target audience and projected number reached

4. How the project will support/complement Artosphere and the Sticks and Stones theme

· Project budget 
· Two (2) work samples representative of the type of work to be performed/created

· Acceptable items include:  photos, DVD, YouTube links, etc.
· For Artists: 2 letters of recommendation 

· For Organizations:  501 (c)3 IRS determination letter
Application Packages should be emailed and received no later than 
January 6, 2012 11:59 PM to programs@waltonartscenter.org
Project ideas include but are not limited to:  
· Theme specific theatrical performances, musical performances, visual arts installations (indoor, outdoor, etc.) 

· Public improvisation activities, concerts or artistic expression 
· Community collaborations

· “Festival within a festival”

· Artosphere event enhancements (pre or post-show activities, events or experiences in support of Artosphere programming)
We encourage your creativity and diversity in support of Artosphere. 

Key Festival Event Dates

· Artosphere Opening Weekend - May 3-6, 2012

· May 3, 2012-: First Thursday Concert, Fayetteville 

· May 4, 2012: First Friday Concert, Bentonville 

· May 5, 2012:  Bentonville Farmer’s Market Concert

· May 5, 2012: Trail Mix Concert Tour, Bentonville

· May 6, 2012: Trail Mix Concert Tour, Fayetteville 

· May 6, 2012: Botanical Garden of the Ozarks Concert

· Diavolo Dance Theater Residency -  May 7-12, 2012

· Performance on May 11, 2012, www.diavolo.org
· Patrick Dougherty Stickwork Residency - May 9-29. 2012, www.stickwork.net
· Artosphere Festival Orchestra (AFO) Residency - June 12-23, 2012 

· AFO Concerts:  

· Friday, June 15 @ Walton Arts Center

· Monday, June 18 @ TBD

· Friday, June 22 @ Walton Arts Center

· Artosphere Chamber Music Series  June 16,19,20,21, 2012: 

· Projected  Venues:

· Mildred B. Cooper Chapel, Bella Vista

· Thorncrown Chapel, Eureka Springs

Project Work Product

Upon accepting funds, recipients will agree that any work produced and resulting from the Artosphere funding is the property of Walton Arts Center.  Images of the produced work can be used by both Walton Arts Center and the grantee for promotional or artistic purposes.  

· If the applicant wishes to take exception to this requirement, he/she should state their rationale for doing so in the application.
For questions and more information contact
programs@waltonartscenter.org
2012 Artosphere Partner Project Cover Sheet
	Contact Information

	

	Applicant Name 
	

	Lead Contact Person
	

	 City, State, ZIP Code
	

	Telephone
	

	E-Mail Address
	

	Organization/Artist Website
	

	Amount Requested
	$
	Total Project Cost
	$


	Mission Statement and History 

	Please provide your mission statement and a brief history of your work/the organization’s work.

	

	


	Proposal Checklist

	All applications must be emailed to programs@waltonartscenter.org and include the following:

	

	 MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick ___ Completed Cover Sheet (This Sheet)

	 MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick ___ Project Narrative as outlined on page 1 

	 MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick ___ Project Budget

	 MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick ___ Two Work Samples (Photos, Video Links, Etc. If you need to mail a DVD or CD please send to Lydia Siefritz, PO Box 3547, Fayetteville, AR 72702)

	 MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick ___ 501(C)3 IRS Determination Letter/2 letters of reference


	Authorization


Authorized Signature ___________________________________________   Date _____________
Print or Type Name and Title ______________________________________________________
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